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see the things in situ, for by persevering I got fossils all the
way down to the Stiper Stones, and under them too. It is
a perfect fossiliferous descending series, with Graytolites,
Trildbites, Orthoceratites, and Orthidce, as well as Lingulce,
both great and small, and is so irrevocably dovetailed into
the series that no man alive can separate them in the field
whatever Salter may do in his closet. I shall now adhere,
with infinitely greater pertinacity than ever, to the original
Silurian base, and standing on the Stiper Stones will defy
all the world."

In later years the Director-General now and then spent
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a few weeks among the slates of Skiddaw, or tracing the de-
velopment and boundaries of the red sandstones of Cumber-
land, Westmoreland, and Lancashire. Professor Harkness
there joined him as his companion, and they conjointly added
some new and interesting particulars to our knowledge of the
palaeozoic rocks of the north-west of England. "When on
one of these excursions Murchison wrote some gossiping
letters to his friends Sir William Denison and Sir Henry
Barkly, from which some extracts will take us best into the
current of his work and thoughts.s, the fossil-collector of the
